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Interdisciplinary Research Leaders is a leadership development program led by the University of Minnesota with support

from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. It includes 15 teams, each with two researchers and one community

leader. Together they will bridge the myriad factors that have an enormous influence on people’s health—education,
neighborhoods, transportation, income, faith, and so on. Their work will address health disparities and build fundamentally
healthier communities. For more information, visit interdisciplinaryresearch-leaders.org or see rwjf.org/changeleaders to

learn about the 2016 and 2017 cohorts and find additional leadership opportunities.

Visit interdisciplinaryresearch-leaders.org for more information and to sign up for updates. UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
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INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH LEADERS

2017 Cohort Locations, Participants, and Affiliations

Alabama

Marcus Bernard, Federation of Southern Cooperatives
Tracy McCurty, Black Belt Justice Center

Veronica Womack, Georgia College & State University

California

Sherilyn Adams, Larkin Street Youth Services

Colette Auerswald, The Regents of the University of
California

Phillip Graham, RTI International

Regina Jackson, East Oakland Youth Development
Center

Marguerita Lightfoot, The Regents of the University of
California

Kristine Madsen, The Regents of the University of
California

Indiana

Matthew Aalsma, Indiana University School of Medicine
Abby Hunt, Health Care Education and Training, Inc.
Mary Ott, Indiana University School of Medicine

Maryland

Michelle Becote-Jackson, Y in Central Maryland

Vanya Jones, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of
Public Health

Leticia Ryan, Johns Hopkins University School of
Medicine

Minnesota

Nikki Crowe, Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior
Chippewa

Joseph Gone, University of Michigan

Melissa Walls, University of Minnesota

Missouri

Jannette Berkley-Patton, University of Missouri-
Kansas City

Kelli Canada, University of Missouri-Columbia

Rachel Jones, Burrell Behavioral Health

Paige O'Connor, Youth Ambassadors

Clark Peters, University of Missouri-Columbia

Briana Woods-Jaeger, The Children’s Mercy Hospital

Visit interdisciplinaryresearch-leaders.org for more information and to sign up for updates.

North Carolina

Charnelle Green, Guilford County Schools

Dawn Henderson, North Carolina A&T State University
Brian Sims, Jomoworks

Pennsylvania

Britney Brinkman, Chatham University
Kathi Elliott, Gwen'’s Girls, Inc.

Sara Goodkind, University of Pittsburgh

Texas

Felicia Jackson, Houston Area Urban League

Rachel Kimbro, Rice University

Quianta Moore, Rice University

Robert Salcido, The Center—Pride Center San Antonio
Phillip Schnarrs, University of Texas at San Antonio
Amy Stone, Trinity University

Washington

Arina Gertseva, Administrative Office of the Courts

Ann Muno, The Justice for Girls Coalition of
Washington State

Sarah Veele, Washington Department of Social and
Health Services

Washington, D.C.

Sharon Alston, Norfolk State University

Michelle Chatman, University of the District of Columbia
Ivy Hylton, Youth and Families in Crisis, LLC

Taryn Morrissey, American University

Catalina Sol, La Clinica del Pueblo

Thespina (Nina) Yamanis, American University
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